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introduction

context

The aim of this mission – a field visit to several European cities – forms part of the doctoral research 
entitled ‘Street transformations towards social, mobility and urban nature spaces: concepts and prac-
tices’. 

Given the interest in and need to understand the case studies being analysed in this research, as well 
as their contexts, it was deemed essential to observe the most recent implementations and consult 
the various experts involved. The study is based on meetings, semi-structured interviews and site 
visits to understand the approaches of each intervention, in terms of both their spatial and procedural 
logic, and how they fit into the municipal programmes under analysis. 

The subject of the study involves observing streets that have undergone interventions within the 
scope of municipal programmes. In addition to the streets, relating to implementation projects de-
fined a priori, and the meetings and interviews with experts and stakeholders, which explain the con-
text of the city and the projects, other implementations falling within the same municipal programmes 
are also selected, as they are crucial to understanding their overall vision. To understand the phenom-
ena of urban adaptation, visits are also made to other interventions that have been significant in these 
processes, thereby giving rise to a certain informality in some of the routes that characterise this visit. 

Antwerp, Barcelona, Brussels, Lisbon, Lyon, London and Paris are the cities selected for this phase 
of visits and observation. These cities are considered noteworthy for the implementation of ongoing 
municipal programmes that address the numerous challenges of European (and global) agendas and 
which, intending to create safer and more liveable cities, embrace paradigm shifts in both sustainabil-
ity and mobility.

The programmes to be investigated in each city are as follows:

1. Barcelona:  Protegim les Escoles, Eixs Verts; 
2. Lyon: Rue Garibaldi (Lyon Part-Dieu/ Ville Permèable);
3. London: Highways Greening Accelerator; 
4. Brussels: Boulevards du Centre/ Good Move Plan;
5. Antwerp: Antwerpen Breekt Uit;
6. Paris: Rues aux écoles, Plan Vèlo; 
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cities
1. Barcelona 
2. Lyon
3. London
4. Brussels
5. Antwerp
6. Paris
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methodoly
This tour of six European cities will take place be-
tween 14 March and 13 April 2025, with travel (by 
train and plane) supported by the Future Design 
of Streets association. The mission will focus on 
most of the case studies that form part of the PhD 
research, although some visits have already taken 
place previously, such as those to Lisbon and Mi-
lan. This, however, represents the longest period 
of observation. 

The period leading up to the mission corresponds 
mainly to the time when some visits and meet-
ings in Lisbon serve as an exploratory phase to 
understand what observations and questions can 
be raised, but also to the period of contact with 
other organisations and experts in the various cit-
ies to be visited.  The preparation lasted approxi-
mately one and a half months, organised around 
travel arrangements as well as coordinating train 
journeys, accommodation and the availability of 
the people contacted.

Contacts are established with various stakehold-
ers, including technical staff from the munici-
palities under study, architectural firms commis-
sioned for the projects, department heads in the 
fields of urban planning or public space design, 
and even research colleagues who could provide 
context for the city, thereby enabling cross-refer-
encing and reflection on the subject under study. 
These contacts are drawn from an established 
network (established through of the Future De-
sign of Streets association), but also through the 
search for and identification of these contacts via 
available channels.

For these pre-arranged meetings, semi-struc-
tured interviews are prepared. The purpose is to 
understand the programmes and interventions, 
their relationship with the city, and their integra-
tion into the urban fabric. 
The main inquiries were generated from the cen-
tral questions of the research: How are the pro-
jects being conducted and implemented? What 
types of streets result from these new challenges 
in reconciling dimensions such as the urban en-
vironment and mobility? What kind of strategies 
and approaches emerge from municipal pro-
grammes? 

Although these issues had been defined in ad-
vance, it was anticipated that they might need to 
be redefined as a result of an initial observation 
(before the meetings), or even depending on how 
each participant might explain the scope of the 
programmes, the process or the intervention, or, 
at the very least, their analysis of them. Essential-
ly, the aim was to understand all the issues de-
scribed above, as well as the key elements of the 
processes and spatial solutions. 

Some of these meetings resulted in walks around 
the city accompanied by a brief explanation of 
the city itself, recent transformations and other 
programmes currently being implemented. I was 
also provided with technical data sheets relating 
to the implemented projects, which had been 
previously filled in with information gathered and 
available online or via open-source channels. 

Concerning the spatial interventions included in 
each programme analysed, these are observed 
and analysed in situ. They are observed and 
described in relation to the site and its surround-
ings. To this end, we use observation, photo-
graphic documentation, mapping, and audio 
recordings of some conversations, particularly 
in Lyon, Barcelona and Paris. Some video re-
cordings are also made, with the support of a 
colleague, Marta Morais Miranda. This support 
takes place in Barcelona, serving as a guide for 
filming that will be carried out in the other cities. 
These videos are intended as a brief teaser (work 
in progress). 

The observations are supported and reflected 
upon, based on the conversations taking place 
with various experts, but also drawing on feed-
back from street users, who provide ‘off the re-
cord’ insights into their impressions of the spatial 
proposals. These are essential contributions to 
guiding our view of the elements present in the 
street design and to understanding how people 
move through and use these spaces. 



project / street themes
city 
year

population
dimension (km2)

main info - table format in numbers before after checklist of elements
intervention buget unsealed areas

pedestrian area
intervention time

green areas
project team trees

funding (if applied)

area (sqm)
extension
section

use/former use
typology

TEXT

brief description

context

Timeline

discourse /goals

political agenda

resources

process

design 

Alfred Places
London - Camden Council green infrastructure; biodiversity; pocket parks;
2022

8.866 million (2022)
urban area - 1,738 km2  / metro - 8,382 km2

48,000 - West End Project.

2021 - 2022 ? 

LDA Design – Landscape Architect, Lead Designer
Camden Council – Client
Arcadis – Civil, M&E and Structural Engineers
Norman Rourke Pryme – Construction Project Management and Cost Consultancy
Michael Grubb Studio – Lighting Design
ID Verde – Contractor
DSDHA – Overarching West End Project Strategy

more 64

0,4ha - 4000sqm
131 m 
~23 m 

local street - " heavily parked back street "
local street 

A street that was a "heavily parked back street".
The street it was a normal street of acess, of two way trafficked, and one lane for parking.
There wasn't any place to seat, yet it had already some mature trees, that was kept on the
project.
The aim is to reclaim that street and turn Alfred Place, in a place to support the community
that works in the area, to improve air quality, create pleasant spaces that invites to stay, a
more climate resilient environment and to improtve active travel.
"It is the first new park in the area for 25 years. " - in that sense it was renamed Alfred Place
Gardens.
It represents a radical shift towards a greener, quieter, softer, urban landscape.

It keeps car access, yet it prioritises pedestrians and cyclists, and keeps the essential
services and emergency. How much the speed?

It designed places to invite people to stay and meet through lounging lawns on slopees and
grasses, and also through the spine curved timber seating. And add some child friendly
facilites, through some equipments.

Taking advantage of  the mature tree canopy, also adds some diverse plantation like
forest-floor planting of wild garlic, snowdrops and ferns, colourful herbaceious pernnials
and climbing features.
Plants are choosen in a playfulness sense, to bring color, differrent experiences.
This green infrastructure and its abundance and diverse plants also helps to control dry
summers.
It's also prepared to tolerate sudden deluges (floods). Check materials.
The pavement and how is designed helps to create a susbtancial water catchment area,
while it is still ensures a safe cycle and pedestrian connection.

From the design team, there was also a concern about developing a place that could be
comfortable for those whith neurodiversity and physical ability. So the design encourages
people to sensory interaction.
dense and compact area
This street is lined with offices and the back entrances of large stores from the main road -
Tottenham Court Road.

Congestion on the two main roads in the area has reduced significantly, by as much as 70%
on Tottenham Court Road during restricted hours.
Local heritage is restored and cared for, there are around 2.6km of new cycle lanes and air
quality has improved, with NO2 better than 2018 levels.
Speed?

The aim to regenerate public spaces, mitigating flood risk and extreme heat events, towards
a more resilient spaces.

Low Traffic Neighbourdoos
Greening Accelerator Plan
Green infrastructure & biodiversity plan -

it was partially finnancied by other companies ? 

engagment with the community
three pop-up events in the space
over more than 350 conversations that could give feedback
two evening talks, plus online questionnaires, webpage and QR code
Camden elected a "street manager" or liaison officer to ensure local people and the
engagment through the community
the existing trees and its retention
the underground and the presence of the utilities: water, gas, electricity, fiber optics - it was a
huge cost

*this may vary according to the project characteristics

project description
general table 
street in numbers

project timeline
street evolution 

general map of street (DWG)
street (smaller scale)
project images
implementation images
survey of elements/materials

general

urban morphology
built environment (widht,
heights, building frontages)

street network

Project
Key decisions and actions

plans/ policies

rules/instruments

transformation modes
approaches
strategy

main constraints 

design logic

Mobility logic

Social logic

Urban nature logic

Age incluse city
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An example of a pre-completed technical data sheet for each street involved in the works, in 
this case Alfred Places in London. 
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field visit
The field visit combines street observation with documentation through photographs and/or film, to 
capture the essence of how the space is used or of those passing by (where possible), as well as the 
details of the intervention. 
As mentioned, the visit last approximately one month. The duration of the visit varied depending on 
the size of the city and the proposals each city contained. As the sites were visited, new observations 
were made and described, and these influenced the subsequent interviews or meetings. 
The data collected proved crucial, particularly the empirical analysis of visits to the sites and streets 
under study. These various meetings with experts and/or colleagues are fundamental, contributing to 
the contextualisation of the programmes, as well as strengthening the network established here. This 
aims to be essential, since one of the initial difficulties regarding these visits is the contrast between 
the amount of information assimilated during meetings—which are sometimes very brief—and the 
fact that these often raise further questions afterwards, as a result of the visits to the streets where in-
terventions have taken place. Some reflections also emerge later, during the period when a cross-cut-
ting analysis of all the collected data begins. 

1. barcelona 
(march 14-20)

Conversas/ Encontros:
. Manuel Caldeira, PhD researcher at HHL Leipzig 
Graduate School of Management
. Arauna Studio - Dani Rubio Arauna e Pep 
Quílez, Designer and Architect who developed the visual 
system for tactical interventions
. Silvia Casorran, Sustainable Mobility and Urban 
Transformation Advisor, Former Deputy Chief Architect at 
Barcelona City Council
. Xavier Matilla, Former Chief Architect of the Barce-
lona City Council
. Andrea Balbe Orti, Direcció d’Estratègia Urbana, 
Gerència de l’Arquitecta en Cap, Gerència d’Àrea d’Urban-
isme i Habitatge

2. lyon
(march 20-22)

Conversas/ Encontros:
. Nicolas Gineyts, Project manager of Lyon Part-Dieu, 
Métropole de Lyon
. Jonas Le Metayer, Ville Perméable, Métropole de 
Lyon
. Sébastien Rolland , Urbaniste qualifié, Urba Lyon

3. london
(march 23-27)

4. brussels
(april 28-4)

Conversas/ Encontros:
. Lotte Luykx, PhD researcher at Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel
. Annekatrien Verdickt, Open Streets Brussels

5. antwerp
(april 2nd)

Conversas/ Encontros:
. Simon de Boeck, PhD Researcher at University of 
Antwerp

6. paris
(april 5-13)

Conversas/ Encontros:
. Tiffany Maignan, Cheffe de projet territorial, 
Chargée de la démarche Embellir votre quartier (8e-17e-
18e arrondissements), Direction de la voirie et des 
déplacements

Itinerary for the field visit, organised by city, including meetings and discussions. 
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In between filming, meetings with research col-
leagues, field notes, lunches on the streets under 
observation, and other impressions.



mapping of surveyed streets

1. barcelona 

2. lyon 

3. london
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1. Rue De La Part-Dieu; 2. Rue Garibaldi ; 3. Rue 
Vauban; 4. Rue Henri Gorjus; 5. Rue Sergent Blandan.

1. Carrer D’Almeria; 2. Carrer Del Comte Borrel; 3.
Carrer Del Comte Borrel (Eixample, Superilla); 4. Car-
rer Dels Almogavérs; 5. Consell Del Cent (Eixs Verts); 
6. Cristobal De Moura; 7. Escola Francesc Maciá; 
8. Escola Lavínia; 9. Escola Entença; 10. Avinguda 
Meridiana; 11. Poblenou, Superilla; 12. Sant Antoni, 
Superilla.

1.Vauxhall Walk; 2. Bridget Joyce Square; 3. Strand Al-
dwych; 4. Hither Green; 5. Kennington Oval; 6. Dorset 
Road; 7. Van Gogh Walk; 8. Princess Circus; 9. Alfred 
Places; 10. Gordon Square.



Map of the streets surveyed in the six cities visited. Map’s Link.

5. antwerp

4. brussels

6. paris
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1. Lange Ridderstraat; 2. Regentstraat; 3. Zuidpark; 
4. Bredestraat; 5. Bisschopstraat.

1. Boulevard Anspach; 2. Parc Des Brigittines; 3. 
Skatepark Chapelle; 4. Place Marie Janson; 5. Rue De 
La Braie; 6. Rue De La Senne; 7. Rue De Lisbonne; 8. 
Rue De Padoue - Parvis St. Antoine; 9. Rue Haute. 

1. Rue De La Bienfaisance; 2.Rue De La Bréche Aux 
Loups; 3. Rue De Lacaille; 4. Rue De Moscou; 5. Rue 
D’orsel; 6. Rue Du Rivoli; 7. Rue Du Rocher; 8. Rue Du 
Temple; 9. Rue Elisa Lemonier; 10. Rue Hermel; 11. 
Rue Ferdinand Flocon; 12. Rue De Florence; 13. Rue 
De Capitaine Lagache; 14. Rue Dautancourt; 15. Rue 
Bignon; 16. Place De Fêtes, Belleville; 17. León Clau-
del; 18. Boulevard De Reuilly.



from observation and analysis: reflections
Although this period of exploration is con-
sidered brief, the subsequent opportunity 
to visit these cities provides a broad insight 
into the relevance of the interventions and 
programmes currently underway. The opera-
tional nature of implementing these munici-
pal programmes is recognised. The systemic 
change felt in the various cities grappling 
with their mobility issues is confirmed (Ber-
tolini 2020, p.735), to explore the plurality 
of street uses, beyond mere travel, and the 
activities that take place there (Von Schön-
feld & Bertolini, 2017, p.49; Casas-Valle et al., 
2023, p.93). 

In light of this observation, it understanda-
ble as relevant to walk through the city as a 
practice to observe its diverse dynamics and 
gather more empirical observations. During 
the period in which these visits took place, 
news was published that “Paris was to close 
500 streets to traffic”. This news prompts the 
reflection that there is a debate and media 
coverage surrounding mobility and sus-
tainability; however, when discussing these 
cities, we must understand their scale and 
what these measures represent. In part, this 
research contributes to an understanding of 
that very scale. 
The on-site experience also made it possible 
to identify other relevant initiatives in the 
city that offer complementary approaches, 
such as programmes across the region, in-
cluding ‘Paris Respire’ in Paris and ‘Obrim 
carrers’ in Barcelona.

The conversations, street visits and meet-
ings also provided a better understanding 
of the programmes, strategies and people 
involved. They reinforced the idea that these 
approaches stem from well-established pub-
lic policies and visions, with highly struc-
tured guidelines, respecting the duration 
and implementation of the initiatives. They 
result from plans that are certainly ‘bold’, yet 
are nevertheless willing to operate through 
a process of ‘learning by doing’ and ‘doing 
by learning’, as (Holscher & Frantzeskaki, 
2021, p.8) mention in relation to understand-
ing that these solutions can use the city as a 

laboratory, and to grasp how to work towards 
a more resilient urban context in the future 
(Evans et al. (2016, p. 1; Holscher & Frantz-
eskaki, 2021, p. 3). 

The discussions provide a better understand-
ing of the logic behind the toolkits and the 
criteria accompanying these programmes. 
These establish, from the outset, the intro-
duction of a new spatial grammar—both in 
its elements and materialisation, and in the 
redefinition of typologies—and confirm the 
importance of working within these methods 
to achieve better operationalisation. 

From this point onwards, some principles 
emerge that support the research and liter-
ature review, enabling an analysis of infor-
mal and more flexible approaches to streets, 
redistributing space (Bendiks & Degros, 2019, 
p.25) and serving a variety of uses beyond 
mobility (or in a particular form), and inter-
ventions and initiatives aimed at de-imper-
meabilisation and creating conditions for 
green infrastructure. Converging trends are 
also observed, specifically in the focus on 
tactical urbanism: practices that are effective 
and less costly to implement, and which also 
result in exploratory and experimental meas-
ures. 

These reflections gradually took shape dur-
ing the visits, but were only fully grasped at 
the end of this field trip. It is from this point 
onwards that the interpretation and under-
standing of the transformation of the streets, 
resulting from municipal programmes, be-
come more evident. Consequently, later on, 
and as a result of this visit, these associations 
of concepts and illustrative examples (see 
next page) emerge, as well as the summa-
ry diagrams, which represent the survey of 
materials and solutions or convey the explicit 
discourse of the interventions and the logic 
of the programmes. 
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A diagram of the streets included in the respective programmes and analysed according to various 
dimensions – Social, Urban Environment and Mobility – principles defined for the research.



elasticity
Making spaces for elasticity means 
to facilitate that people can expe-
rience engagments on every step 
of this continuum from "active" to 
passive interaction. Architecturally, 
it suggests the integration of spatial 
situations with varying degrees of 
openess or exposure towards the wid-
er context.

Hauderowicz & Serena, 2020, p.64

“de-hardening”
Prompted by more extreme rainfall 
events caused by climate change, 
cities specifically  address the prob-
lem of rainwater run-off from sealed 
surfaces such as streets. In addition,  
streets form vast non-absorbent sur-
faces contributing significantly to the 
urban heat island (UHI) effect.

Furchtlehner et al., 2022, p.8 

Rue de la Bréche aux Loups, Paris

Regentstraat, Antwerpen
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city as a laboratory
Urban experimentation or real-world 
laboratories have become process 
tools to facilitate co-creative and 
innovative solution finding process-
es that empower  actors to deal with 
urban problems, for example related 
to mobility, regeneration, com munity 
resilience or green job creation (...).

Hölscher & Frantzeskaki, 2021, p.6

active mobility
These innovative design pricni-
ples for public space require traffic 
flows passing through these areas 
to have a certain degree of infor-
mality and to an increased quality 
of life in urban areas.

Bendiks & Degros, 2019, p.25 

Bredestraat, Antwerpen

Rue du Rivoli, Paris Carrer de la Creu Coberta / N-340, Barcelona
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1. Carrer de Provença
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Observational drawings – survey of street features and schematic overview of the intervention:1. 
Carrer de Provença, Protegim les escoles, Barcelona
2)  Lange Ridderstraat, Antwerpen Breekt Uit, Antwerp. 

2. Lange Ridderstraat
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Starting from a more informal and sensory 
perspective, and in contrast to the context of 
some Portuguese cities, we can see how these 
changes or configurations of street space—
which have resulted from various policy 
measures, in addition to the programmes 
under consideration—endow the city with 
new ways of being, manifested in everyday 
activities and social settings, in the absence 
of noise, which is particularly noticeable be-
cause not only has the volume of traffic been 
reduced, but also its speed (many of the areas 
visited have a 30 km/h speed limit). 

A key insight from this visit was understand-
ing the measures and actions required to 
define a programme that extends across the 
entire city or has that very ambition, based 
on a paradigm shift: to implement signifi-
cant interventions, whether in terms of their 
number – as is the case in Paris or Barcelona, 
where they serve the streets around schools 
– or in the way the city is intended to be 
restructured, as seen in Antwerp. To provide 
the city with various places recognised (even 
by its own population) as more liveable, safe 
and comfortable spaces. 

An essential part of this period and research 
method was the use of walking as a tool. 
Wandering through the city is an empirical 
experience, yet one that is fundamental to 
our discussion of it. An open field of exper-
imentation and exploration, which begins 
precisely with the act of walking and which 
has also been adopted as a methodology for 
new approaches to urban transformation 
(Avilla-Royo, 2023). Such practices had al-
ready been demonstrated by ‘Jane Walks’, 
Critical Mass, or the wanderings and drifts of 
the Situationist movement. 

Walking and lingering, Paris. 
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Travel Costs for Case-Studies Mission - PhD Research 
Research by

Advisors

Partnership

549,78

17,73

 Catarina Breia Dias
School of Architecture, Art And Design at the University of Minho and Land scapes, Heritage and Territory Laboratory (Lab2PT) 

 Ivo Oliveira and Daniel Casas-Valle

 the Future Design of Streets Association

Porto Barcelona Porto - Barcelona El Prat 14.03.2025 68,67
Barcelona Lyon 20.03.2025 5h01 renfe 55 7 home 0
Lyon London 23.03.2025 08:38 - 10:36 1h58 ouigo 39 2 home exchange 0

23.03.2025 12:09 - 13:31 2h21 eurostar 120 5 home exchange 0
London Brussels 27.03.2025 17:04 - 20:05 2h01 eurostar 86,1 8 home 0
Brussels Paris 05.04.2025 10:13 - 11:35 1h22 eurostar 40,95 9 home exchange
Paris Porto 13.04.2025 21:05 - 22:00 2h05 ryanair 140,06

549,78 31 0

TRANSPORTS ACCOMODATION
one-way connections date schedule time

travel
transport price € working

days
house / to book price €

amount amount

total

cost per day

10:40 - 13:25 1h45 ryanair
Barcelona Sants - Lyon Part-Dieu 8:19 – 13:20
Lyon Part-Dieu - Paris Gare de Lyon
Paris Gare du Nord - London St Pancras
London St Pancras - Bruxelles Midi
Bruxelles Midi - Paris Gare du Nord
Paris Beauvais - Porto

0

*price consultation - 24.01.2025
*payments - february 2025

mission plan 
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